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NYS voters: Let outside group redraw legislative map 

Business First 

Wednesday, October 26, 2011, 10:24am EDT

A majority of New York state voters prefer an independent commission remap legislative districts, according to a survey by Quinnipiac University.

The Connecticut-based polling service said 48 percent of respondents favor a panel not connected to the state Legislature should draw the district lines for electing members of the Congress as well as the state Assembly and Senate. Another 28 percent support an independent commission with some legislative input and 11 percent say state lawmakers should create the districts.

Quinnipiac also found that voters, by a 72-21 split, don’t want racially or ethnically created legislative district, such as blacks and Hispanics.

White voters object to racial/ethnic districts 80-14 percent and black voters object 50-45 percent, the poll showed.

Voters also reject 53-29 percent drawing legislative districts with an eye to protecting incumbents. There is strong agreement among Democrats, Republicans and independent voters.

And Gov. Andrew Cuomo should veto any redistricting plan not created by an independent commission, 45 percent say, while 33 percent say Cuomo should not veto such a plan.

“The State Legislature is pushing ahead with its own redistricting plan and there’s no agreement on the design of a so-called independent commission, but a plurality of voters still think Gov. Andrew Cuomo should veto any plan that isn’t independently designed,” said Maurice Carroll, director of the Quinnipiac University Polling Institute.

Speaking of Cuomo, state voters largely approve of the job he is doing, by 65-19 percent. That continues his six-month string of 60-plus percent approval ratings, with six months of the highest score of any governor in the seven states surveyed by Quinnipiac. Voters like Cuomo 63-12 percent and like his policies 61-25 percent.

Cuomo is “about right” in his handling of public employee unions, 46 percent of voters say, while 21 percent say he is “too tough” and 20 percent say he is “not tough enough.”

New York’s public employees are not doing their fair share to ease the state’s financial problems, voters say 53-36 percent. Democrats are split 44-45 percent, but Republicans say 64-25 percent and independent voters say 55-35 percent that public employees are not doing their fair share. Voters in households with at least one union member say 50-41 percent that public employees are doing their fair share.






Buffalo Business First      Page 1 of 1

[image: image2.png]Businéss First

'Wester New York's Business Newspager



_1176208432.bin

